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THREE SPECIES OF' SIBERIAN GEESE SEEN IN NEBRASKA
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At about 3:00 PM on 29 December 1984, whi~e participating in the
DeSoto NWR Christmas Count, Betty Grenon, David Starr, and the authors,
Rick Wright and AIan Grenon, flushed from near the west shore of the DeSoto
Cut-off (Washington Co., Nebraska) a party of seven Greater White-fronted
Geese. With these seven geese was one distinctly larger, which drew our
attention as the small flock flew above us for about five minutes. The larger
bird displayed obvious damage to or loss of primaries on each wing, making
it easier for the four of us to concentrate our observations on it and compare
our impressions.
Bean Goose, DeSoto NWR. January 1985 --- Photo by B. J, Rose, Omaha
During this first in-flight sighting, each observer remarked independ-
ently on the superior size of the bird in relation to the White-fronts. Even
at approximately 200 m. the distinctive soft-part colors and pale face-patches
of the White-fronted Geese were clearly visible through binoculars, while the
larger bird showed a bill apparently all dark. Most striking at this time was
the rather swan-like profile. the result of a long neck and head and long,
sloping bill. We also noted the orange feet, showing no flash of aluminum.
and the plain underparts. shaded from the dark neck to the very pale vent.
At this point, suspecting that the bird might not be merely an aberrant immature
Greater White-front (Bean Goose. Anse." fabiZis, was mentioned as a possibility),
we left the area.
We returned approximately half an hour later with spotting scopes.
and found the flock still in the air; again the geese were at a considerable
distance. but thanks to the excellent lighting and increased optical power,
the large bird was even more clearly different. We estimated it to be 125%
the size of its companions. with a propotionately longer neck and a markedly
long head and bill profile. The bill was indeed dark. but at 22x showed a
small light area at or near the tip. The underparts were as we had first
observed them, and the light feather edgings of the dorsal surface were eVIdent.
The bright feet were clearly seen to be without bands.
We agreed that the bird probably was a Bean Goose, of unknown
provenance. and prepared a documentation supoporting our belief. Copies
\\ere submitted to Nancy Curry, CBC Compiler; Babs Padelford, for American
Birds; and Bdrb Wilson, for the Iowa Records Committee (Nebraska having
no such body fo~ the rigorous evaluation of unusual sightings). These details
are also available in tl>e documentation file of the Editor of The Nebraska Bird
Review.
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The Bean Goose was found again 2 January 1985, by Nancy Curry.
Before it left on 10 January it was seen by over 6,000 people, including the
present authors, who spent the afternoon of 3 January watching it on the
ice of the Cut-off, among about 200 Canada Geese of a large race. The Bean
Goose was only slightly smaller than the Canadas, with a brown head and
neck; neck furrows were visible, as they are in many of its congeners. The
forehead was long, sloping into the long bill, which was dark but for a well-defined
orange-yellow band at the tip; this mark went completely around both the
mandible and the maxilla. The light edgings of the back feathers and upper
wing coverts were conspicuous j there were white bands above and at the tip
of the tail, as in the Greater White-fronted Goose. The feet were thick and
bright orange, the surest way to pick the bird out quickly among the other
geese. Good photographs were obtained by B. J. Rose, among others.
This excellent sighting let us see definitely the lack of nasal markers
and leg bands. Both hind toes were intact, and the webs, seen well in good
light as the bird walked and preened, were free of tattoos. The absence
of any of these legally required marks of captivity does not prove the goose's
wild origin, but in conjunction with the bird's wariness and accomplished night,
suggests that its presence in Nebraska was unassisted.
The bird's racial identity also supports the probability of natural
occurrence. The large size and long bill with restricted color point to one
of the east Palearctic races. While it was at DeSoto, the bird was generally
,ssigned to middendorfi, although it seems to us now that the bill was perhaps
not outside- the range of serrirostris. Neitner subspecies is known to be kept
as a captive in the area, (but brachyrhynchus. variously treated as a race of
the Bean Goose and as a distinct species, Pink-footed Goose, Anser brachyrhyn-
ehus, is present in the zoo at Omaha). That an escaped captive from elsewhere
would occur at DeSoto seems not much more likely than that a wild individual
should mingle with Greater White-fronted Geese in Siberia or Alaska and accompany
them on their migration to the southern Great Plains; there is a strong inductive
argumen t to be made from the occurrence (perhaps regular) of the Common
Crane in flocks of Sandhill Cranes. Securing the specimen might have permitted
a certain racial designation, minimally strengthening this geographic argumen t.
We do not believe, however, that taking an unmarked bird could have finally
settled the matter; the question of the bird's origin will be defintely resolved
only if a waterfowl collector reports an escape in the fall or winter of 1984.
Until then, though, we feel that wild provenance is the most satisfactory explanation.
---Rick Wright, 11530 Westwood Lane, #33, Omaha, Neb. 68144
Alan Grenon, 517 Benjamin, Ann Arbor, Mich. 48104
(Mrs. Grenon added that they had the National Geographic guide
with them in the field. From 2 to I 0 Jan uary the in terior of the Refuge,
normally closed to visitors during the winter, was opened to visitors to allow
them to see the Bean Goose. During that period 6,707 visitors were counted
at the Refuge. This included 3,829 at the visitors' center, many of whom
also looked for the Bean Goose. Visitors were recorded from New York to
California, and Minnesota to Texas. When the Bean Goose was in with the
other geese, on the ice, unless it was on the near side of the flock, observers
might have a long wait until it stuck its head up and it could be recognized
by the orange mark on the bill. Colder weather is believed to have caused
some of the geese, including the Bean Goose, to move on after 10 January,
presumably to refuges farther south, but the Bean Goose has not been reported
since. Siberian Bean Geese do visit Alaska; the European forms are casual
in Iceland , and have been reported in eastern Canada. Palmer (Handbook of
Vorth American BiY'ds, 2, 116) cites records in Massachusetts, New York, and
Dela ware (this la tter possibly an escapee); Peterson rs new eastern guide cites
only the first two two of these. under Pink-footed Goose.
---Ed. )
The newspaper reports of the Bean Goose brought news of another;
?uth Green wrote in Audubon Society of Omaha's A Bird's Eye View, XIV, I, 3:
Bill Craig, of Ogallala, read about last month's Bean Goose and he was just
sure he and his friend had killed one on 8 December, at Lake Lewellen, which
is an arm of Lake McConaughy. Since neither he nor the game warden could
identify the bird, he carefully photographed it and saved the head and feet
in hopes of finding someone who could identify it later After reading
all of Fred Thomas! articles, he contacted him and related his story. His
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account was passed on to me in hopes could help. His description over
the phone did not convince me it was a Bean Goose, so he, decided to mail
it to me for closer inspection. It didn't take long to determine that it was
in the same family of grey geese as the Bean Goose, bu t not a Bean Goose.
The large, long, buffy head with a darker chestnut cap coming just below
the eye, and running down the back of the neck to the mantle identified it
as a Swan Goose, Ansel' cygnmoides. The size, shape, and coloring of this species
stands alone, so there is really no possibility of confusion with other species.
It weighed nine pounds and it's tl c lean l1 appearance, plus the white around
the bill, which the first-winter birds do not have, indicated a mature bird
and the 98 mm culmen identified it as a male. At the time it was shot it was
on the lake pretty much to itself, although there was a rather large flock
of Canadas nearby. The wild species is indigenous to eastern Asia, just
a little south of the range of the Bean Goose, and it winters in the Sea of
Japan just as its cousin does. However, Swan Geese are fairly common in
waterfowl collections, but most have been mixed with domestic birds over the
years and there are few if any pure specimens in captivity, at least not in
North America. Pure Swan Geese are very trim birds. long sloping foreheads
and incredibly long and straight bills - all this describes the Ogallala bird
perfectly. Domestic varieties on the other hand, are huge and cumbersome,
often weighing up to 30 pounds, with a large frontal knob and much longer
necks. Game birds raised in captivity are usually banded or marked on the
feet in some way - this one was not.
After Mrs. Green wrote this she learned from the Game Commission
that four other Swan Geese had been taken in the area.
In. Fe.bruary 1985 the Game Commission reported that two Bar-headed
Geese, Ansel' 1-nd1-CUS, had been identified, in with Canadas on Lake Ogallala.
But they are common among game breeders and it is presumed that they are
escapees.
1984 (TWENTY-SEVENTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT
Two hundred seventy-eight species (plus the possibility that the
Empidonax species was not one listed) from twelve locations are listed in this
report. Comparable figures for previous years are 262 species from 10 10cationE
in 1983, 269 species from 10 localities in 1982, and 277 specie -. from 14 locations
in 1981.
The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right)
order, with locations of about the same longitude listed with the northernmost
first. Two dates indicate the first and last records for the period. The
symbols are;
JI, Au, Sp, Ot, No, and Om for the months.
b in X column for observations made in Buffalo Co.
c in X column for observations made in both Kearney and Phelps
counties.
f in X column for observations made in Phelps Co.
k in X column for observation made in Kearney Co.
P to indicate a species which is present all of the year, although
the same individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers
may vary greatly.
(p) for probable permanent residents for which few or no records
were made this year.
S to indicate a species which arrived before July and was
reported on the Spring Occurrence Report.
(s) - to indicate a species which probably arrived before I July
but for which no record was made before 1 July.
S - W to indicate much the same thing as P, but where the situation
is not always the case.
- W to indicate a species which remained after 31 December (but
the lack of such an indication does not necessarily mean the species did not
remain) .
X as a column heading for observations in Buffalo, Kearney, and/or
Phelps counties. See comments under Buffalo.
x when the exact date in a month is not known.
* to indicate that there are comments in the text.
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The reporting locations, contributors (to the extent known) and 
special comments are: 
Adams, Hastings, 74 + (12) species, 
Vlasta Butler, Elsie Helzer, Esther Kennedy, 
Babs and Loren Padelford, and Ross Silcock. 
visited a prairie <;log colony where they usually 
find any. 
Miss Bernice Welch, reporter, 
Dorothy Marsh, Tanya Bray, 
Mrs. Helzer and Miss Welch 
see Burrowing Owls, but didn't 
Boone,. Albion, 118 species, Wayne J. Mollhoff, reporter. The 
Goshawk apF'arently is the immature male, shot inside a chicken coop, that 
he prepared a stucjy skin of. Turkeys are "apparently extirpated", Bobwhite 
numbers are way down, and the Wood-Pewee was not recorded before 1 July 
Buffalo, 39 species for the column, 2 for Buffalo Co. alone. These 
are observations made 27 and 28 October by 1 anya Bray, Babs and Loren 
Padelford, and Ross Silcock, reported by the Padelfords. 
Dakota, South Sioux City, 132 + (2) species, Bill Huser, reporter, 
Brad and Marla Grier, Bob Livermore, Bob Nickolson, Jerry Probst, and Dale 
Stone. 
Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 215 species plus the 
possibility that one of the Dowitcher species was a Long-billed, and that the 
Empidonax species was not a Least, Tanya Bray, R. G. Cortelyou, Ruth C. 
Green, Ray Korpi, Jim and Sandra Kovanda, and Babs and Loren Padelford, 
reporters, Joe Burkey, Russ Benedict, Clyde and Emma Johnson, Alice Rushton. 
A Common Loon was seen at Beaver Lake, in Cass Co., 17 September. On 
2 July there were 15 mature Little Blue Herons in a flooded field east of La 
Platte. On 1 and 2 August there were 60 Cattle Egrets there, and by 15 August 
their number had increased to about 300. The Mississippi KIte was seen on 
Harwell Road, just west of Freeman Drive, in Bellevue, by Alan and Betty 
Grenon, with the sun to their backs. The bird was first seen in flight, but 
landed in a dead tree-top, where it remained for several minutes, mobbed 
by several birds. The Grenons observed the bird with 7x50 binoculars and 
a 22x60 spotting scope. They observed the. long narrow wings, pale gray 
head, darker gray back, black wing-tips and tail. There were at least 300 
Pectoral Sandpipers in the flooded field east of La Platte on 1 and 2 August. 
The Pine Warbler was at the feeders at Fontenelle Forst Nature Center. 
Hall, see Howard. 
Howard (and Hall), St. Libory, 114 species, Bill Schleicher, reporter, 
Tanya Bales, Vera Coons, Tom Labedz, Gary Lingle, Clara McCann, Helen 
Seim, George Stoppkotte, Tanya Bray, Babs and Loren Padelford, and Ross 
Silcock. 
Kearney, see Buffalo, 23 Species in Kearney Co. alone. 
Lancaster, Lincoln, 171 + 0), William C. Garthright, Ruth C. Green, 
Mabel B. Ott, Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, Tanya Bray, Mark and 
Ed Brogie, Joe Gubanyi, Ray Korpi. The three Oldsquaws showed dark backs 
and white heads and necks. The male showed a larger check patch than the 
two females, but didn't have the dark color on the top of the head. It was 
presumed to be a first year bird; it did not have the distinct white flanks 
of the adult male, and the pintail-like extension of the tail was not present. 
The Tufted Titmouse was at a feeder at Bill and Bonnie Mulder's since mid-November. 
The Green-tailed Towhee was coming to a feeder at Bob Manning's. Jack Curran 
had a Common Redpoll at his feeder around the year-end. 
Lincoln, North Platte, 96 + (6). Mrs. A. B. Gundlicks, reporter. 
Margaret Mortort saw the Summer Tanager at her bird water pan. She had 
time to get her binoculars and determine that it was not a Cardinal, it had 
no crest nor any black on the face. The wings were not black Then it 
flew and she didn't see it again. 
McPherson, Tryon, 76 + (3) species, Mrs. Oona Bassett reporter. 
Mrs. Bassett left for Arizona 3 November, so no later dates are shown on 
the report. Sharp-tailed Grouse were coming in to the yard for corn, there 
were many young Soras, and Robins and Cedar Waxwings were coming in for 
cedar berries. 
Phelps, see Buffalo., 21 species for Phelps Co. alone. 
Polk, Polk, 121 + 0) species, plus the possibility that one of 
the Meadowlark species was an Eastern, Norris Alfred, reporter, Maurice Flick, 
LennIs Lmd, Lee Morris, John Nyberg. Lee Morris can't remember a fall season 
--- Text continued on page 17 
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at 13 Sp 22 
at 14 
Au Au 
Au 9 
s - S-
No 9 Om 
Au 9 
No 4 Jl 
No 17 
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Lesser 
Yellowlegs 
SolJtary 
Sandplper 
Willet 
Spotted 
Sandpj.per 
Upland 
Sandpiper 
Long-billed 
Cur lew 
Semipalmated 
Sandpiper 
Least 
Sandpiper 
Sp 18 
Sp 29 
Sp 18 
Sp 21 
S -
Jl 23 
s -
Jl 
S -
Au 25 
Baird's Sandp. Sp 29 
Pectoral 
Sandpiper 
Dunlin 
Stilt 
Sandpiper 
Short-b. Dow. 
Dowitcher sp. 
Long-bi lled 
Dowitcher 
Common Snipe 
American 
Woodcock 
Wilson's 
Phalarope 
Franklin's 
Gull 
Bonaparte I 5 
Gull 
Ring-billed 
Gull 
Au 21 Au 26 
Sp 1 
at 12 
at 13 
Sp 23 
No 20 
Calif. Gull at 
Herring Gull 
Bl-l Kittiwake 
Caspian Tern 
Common Tern 
at Au 1 
at 13 Au 9 
Sp 29 
Au 29 
Sp 30 
S -
Jl 12 
at 13 -
x 
S -
Au 20 
- Jl 
Au 
at 28 -
Sp 27 X 
No 4 
at 21 Jl 10 Jl 29 Au J 1 26 s-
at 22 Sp 28 
at 21 
Ot 21 
at 28 
at 28 
Ot 28 
Ot 21 
Jl 26 
Jl 21 Au 26 Sp 29 
Jl 21 Jl 29 Jl 29 Jl 
Au 9 Au 26 Sp 3 
S - Au 19 S S 
Jl 21 Au 26 Sp 29 Sp IS 
S - S- S - S -
Jl 20 Au 26 Sp 15 Jl 19 
Au 12 Au 
Au 26 Au 18 
Jl 29 Au 18 
Sp 3 No 
Au 29 Jl 23 
Sp Sp 3 
No 4 
Au ell 18 
Sp 23 
Au 
Au 
S -
Ot 
Au 
Au 4 Au 
Au 15 
Au Au 
No 6 Sp 23 
Au 
Jl 26 Jl*14 
No 6 Sp 27 
Jl 29 Au Jl 
Sp 23 
Au 
Au 26 at 14 Sp 22 
at 22 at 14 
at 
Sp 9 
No 4 
Au 8 
NO 18 No 
Au 
No 
No 1 Dm 
Au 9 
Sp 29 
No 5 
No 
Dm 8 
Au 
Au 14 
Jl 18 
No 
at 21 
No 4 
Sp 29 No at 14 Au 9 
Dm 9 No 10 Dm 13 
Urn 
Dm 
Au 11 
at 31 
No 24 
Au 11 
Forster's Tern S - Jl 4 
Least Tern S -
Sp 8 
Jl 4 Au 9 
Black Tern 
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Black-bi lled 
Cuckoo 
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Au 
p 
P 
S -
Sp 8 
Sp 29 
S -
s - s-
Jl 4 Au 9 
P P 
S - S -
No 24 Om 16 Om 22 
S - S -S -
Jl 21 Jl 29 Au 26 Au 19 Au 29 Sp 23 
Yellow-billed Jl S - S -
Ot 14 
S - S - S - S - S - S - S - S -
Cuckoo 
Conunon 
Sp 29 Sp 
S -
Barn-Owl Sp 
Eastern 
Screech-Owl 
Gr. Horned Owl 
Snowy Owl 
(pi 
P 
No*22 
Burrowing Owl S-
Barred Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared 
Owl 
Northern 
Saw-whet Owl 
sp 29 
Ot 31 
No 
S - S-
Sp 4 Au 21 Ot 13 Sp 9 Sp 29 Ot 6 Jl 12 Ot 10 
P 
P 
(pi X P 
Sp 7 - S-
Au 10 
- Sp 12 
S -
(pi P 
(pi p 
S - S 
P 
Om 29 
Sp 
(pi Om 
Om 26 
P P 
Om 8 
Jl 23 Sp 8 
(pi 
P 
No 
No 
p 
p 
p 
S -Common 
Nighthawk Sp 29 Sp 
S -
9 Sp 
S -
Sp Sp 27 Ot 4 All ') 
S -
Ot Ot 8 
Conunon 
Poorwill 
Chimney Swift 
Wh. -th. Swift 
Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird 
Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird 
Belted 
Kingfisher 
Red-headed 
Woodpecker 
Red-bellied 
Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker 
Downy Woodp. 
Hairy Woodp. 
Northern 
Flicker 
Pileated Woodp 
Olive-sided 
Flycatcher 
Jl 11 
s -
Sp 11 
(s) 
Au 6 
Au 24 
P 
Au 
Sp 29 
P 
(p) 
P 
Jl 18 
S -
Sp 30 
Ot 13 -
S 
Ot 
s 
Ot 
P x S-
Om 29 
(p) 
S -
Sp 30 
Sp 28 -
Om 4 
P x 
P 
P x 
S - S-
0t 20 Sp 
P 
P 
P 
P 
(pi 
(pi 
P 
S S - S S 
Sp 29 Sp 9 Sp 29 Sp 
Au 11 
S - S - P 
Ot 29 No 25 
P 
S - S -
Ot 14 Ot 19 
Sp 15 Jl 4 
Sp 23 
p S -
Om 22 
S - S*- S - S-
sp 10 Ot 20 Sp 15 Ot 
S - S-
6 Sp 15 No 
P Om 8 p 
P p P 
P P P 
P P P 
Jl 19 
Om 8 
P 
P 
P 
Au 18 
Au 26 
P 
p 
P 
p 
P 
Ot 17 
No 
p 
p 
P 
Om 
Sp 
Sp 23 
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Western 
Wood-Pewee 
Eastern 
Wood-Pewee 
Y-b. Flycatch. 
Willow 
Flycatcher 
Least 
Flycatcher 
Empidonax SPA 
Eastern Phoebe 
Say's Phoebe 
Great Crested 
Flycatcher 
s -
Sp 27 
Au 24 
Sp 10 
Cassin's Kingb Sp 
Western 
Kingbird 
Eastern 
Kingbird 
Horned Lark 
Purple Martin 
Tree Swallow 
Violet-green 
Swallow 
S - S-
sp 29 Sp 
S -
Sp 
p 
Jl 24 
Jl 29 
S -
Sp 
(p) 
N. Rough-wing. S-
Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
Cliff Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Blue .Jay 
Pinyon Jay 
B-b. Magpie 
American Crow 
B-c. Chickadee 
Tufted 
Titmouse 
Red-breasted 
Nuthatch 
Jl 21 
Sp 29 
S -
Sp 29 
S - S -
Sp 29 Sp 
p 
No 15 
Om 30 
p 
p 
p 
Jl 20 
Om 20 
Sp 25 
Sp 28 
~Tl 
Jl S-
sp 10 
S -
S -
Au 20 
S -
Au 20 
Sp 24 
S - S-
Au 28 Sp 
S - S-
Jl s - S - S - S-
Jl 17 sp 21 Sp 29 Sp Sp 24 
S -
Jl 22 
S - S -
Sp 29 Jl 4 
S -
Au 
Au 20 
Jl 29 
Au 20 
Sp 21 
at 19 
Au 25 
Sp 8 
S -
Jl 12 
Au 
Sp 27 
Sp 29 
S - at 13 Sp 
Sp 29 at 21 
S - S - Sp 9 S - S - S-
Jl 28 Au 12 Sp 14 Sp 8 Jl 2 Sp 9 
S- S- S-
Au 9 Sp 9 Sp 9 
S - S- S -
S -
Au 
S -
Au 12 
Sp Sp 30 Sp 
P 
9 Sp 12 Sp 9 Sp 
S -
9 Sp 
s -
8 Sp 
S -
Sp 23 
(p) 
S - S-
Au 26 Sp 
at 31 
p 
S -
Sp 10 
S - No 4 
Jl 29 
at 13 
Jl 23 
Au 25 
Om 15 
S -
Sp 
P 
S -
Sp 19 
S - Sp 28 
Au 15 at 18 
Sp 2 - S - Sp 9 S- S - S -
Au 
S - S - S -
at 12 Au 23 
S -
Au 25 
Jl 12 - S-
Au 25 
S -
Sp 27 
S - at 
Sp 30 
P x p 
p p 
(p) x p 
p p 
Sp 20 - at 4 
Om 4 Om 10 
p 
(p) 
(p) 
Jl 28 Au 
S - Au 12 
Jl 28 
S -
Au 18 Au 
S - S-
Jl 14 Au 18 
S - S - S -
S -
Sp 
Sp 9 Sp 9 Sp 23 Au 
S -
Sp 23 
S - S -
Sp 22 Sp 
p 
p 
p 
p 
NO 12 
p 
NO 25 
- W 
P 
P 
S - S - S - S -
Sp 29 Sp 23 at 17 at 8 
p 
p 
p 
No* x 
- w 
Sp 20 
p 
Sp 29 
- W 
P 
P 
p 
p 
p 
p 
p 
p 
p 
Om 8 Sp 10 
Om 15 No 10 
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White-breasted Dm 15 
Nuthatch Dm 31 
Pygmy Nuthatch at 
Brown Creeper No 14 Sp 
Dm 15 
Rock Wren S -
House Wren 
Winter Wren 
Sedge Wren 
Marsh Wren 
G-c. Kinglet 
R-c. Kinglet 
B-g. Gnatcatch 
Eastern 
Bluebird 
Mountain 
Bluebird 
at 
S - Au 31 
Sp 
S -
Sp 29 
Sp 
at 
Ot 
- No 4 (pi 
Dm 15 
P No 18 
- W 
P p p p 
No 10 - No 4 Sp 14 at 29 No at 20 No 19 Sp 26 
Dm 29 No 3 Dm 31 Dm 22 Dm 30 Dm 7 
s - at 6 S- S - S - S - S - S -
Au 26 
No 8 - No 10 
Dm 16 
- at 27 
Jl 25 - P 
Ot 24 -
Sp 29 Sp 9 at 22 at 6 at 13 Ot 
Ot 
No 
No 2 No 
No 13 
Sp 29 
at 13 
Jl 14 
Sp 29 
No 4 
Au 
at 20 
Au 
Sp 29 
at 31 No 24 Dm 15 at 16 
Dm 16 Dm 29 Dm 22 
Sp 10 Sp 15 
at 5 Ot 6 
Sp 22 
No 13 
J1 4 
S - S - S - Jl*19 at 13 S-
at 14 No 18 at 27 No 3 at 30 No 4 
Townsend's 
Solitaire 
Sp 25 at Dm 4 - ot 20 
Dm 26 Ot 25 Dm 28 
Veery 
Swainson's 
Thrush 
Hermit Thrush 
Wood Thrush 
Sp 28 
Ot 6 
Sp 28 
Sp 29 
Ot 2 
Ot 15 
Sp 10 
at 
s -
Sp 
Sp 8 Sp 
Sp 23 
Sp 23 
S - S -
Jl 14 Jl 10 Au 8 
American Robin P S - s - x S- S - S - S - S - P S - S -
Ot 26 Dm 
Gray Catbird 
Northern 
Mockingbird 
Jl 
Jl 
6 Sp 14 
at 
S*-
Au 16 
s -
Sp 
Sp 6 
Brown Thrasher S - Au 10 S-
sp 29 Ot 2 Ot 
Bohemian Waxw. Dm 31 
No 27 Dm 8 Ot 14 - W Dm 16 
S - S - S - S-
sp 20 Au 19 Sp 29 Sp 
S - s-
9 Ot 22 Ot 
S -
Au 25 
S -
Jl 4 
S - S- S - S -
Dm 31 Dm 30 
s - s-
6 Jl 12 at 12 
S - S -S - at 31 
Sp 20 sp 11 Sp Sp 17 at 20 Dm 15 No 18 
Cedar Waxwing S - Sp 14 Ot 12 - Jl 10 Ot 28 Sp 29 at 20 Au 2 S - Ot 13 S-
Northern 
Shrike 
Shrike sp. 
Loggerhead 
Shrike 
Dm 29 Ot 4 No No 6 - W Au 19 - W Dm 31 Dm 22 
at 20 
Dm 29 
(s) 
x 
Au 29 -
No 8 
S - S -
Dm 21 
Dm 31 
at 14 
S -
No 13 Au 19 J1 10 
No 18 
Dm x 
Dm 30 at 27 
- W Dm 16 
J1 21 
Au 
14 
European 
Star 1 ing 
Bellis Vireo 
Solitary 
Vireo 
Yellow-throat. 
Vireo 
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P Sp 28 
Ot 31 
P 
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P 
S -
Sp 14 Au 18 Jl 12 Sp 15 
Sp 14 Sp 22 
at at 6 
Jl 4 
at 17 
Au 7 
Sp 11 
Warbling Vireo Au 31 Sp 10 - S- S - S - S - S - S - S -
Sp 11 
Philadelphia 
Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Blue-winged W. 
Golden-wing. W 
Tennessee_War. Ot 20 
Orange-crowned Sp 29 Sp 29 
Warbler Ot 8 Ot 29 
Nashville War. 
Northern 
Parula 
Yellow Warbler S-
Jl 21 
Chestnut-sided 
Warbler 
Magnolia 
Warbler 
Bl-th. Bl. W. 
Yellow-rumped Sp 29 
Warbler Ot 13 
Black-throated 
Green Warbler 
Blackburnian 
Warbler 
Yellow-thr. 
Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Bay-breasted 
Warbler 
Blackpoll Warb 
Cerulean Warb. 
Black-and-wh. 
Warbler 
Am. Redstart 
Au 31 
Sp 
Sp 10 
Au 24 
Sp 12 
Au x Au 19 Jl 21 
S -
Au 6 
Sp 
Ot 
Sp 29 
Ot 13 
Sp 29 
at 5 
S -
Au*19 
S -
Sp 21 Sp 15 Sp 
Sp 
Sp* 
S -
Sp 
Sp 
Sp 
Sp 24 
S -
Sp 24 
Sp 
Sp 
Sp 12 
Sp 10 Sp 26 at 13 Sp 
at 1 at 6 at 21 
Sp 
at 
S -
7 Sp 
1 at 
S -
8 Sp 12 Au 25 
6 Sp 15 at 21 
S -
S -
Sp 16 
S -S - Sp 
Au 20 Jl 21 Au 5 Au 26 Au 18 Jl 30 Jl 
Sp 14 Sp 8 
Sp 10 
Sp 4 
Sp 9 
x at 25 at 15 Ot 13 at 20 Sp 29 Sp 29 at 13 Sp 12 
Ot 14 at 10 No 
Ot 11 
Sp 14 
Sp 28 
Sp Sp 8 
Sp Sp 8 
Sp 14 
Ot 27 Dm 22 
Sp 
Sp 4 
Ot 10 
Au 30 
Sp 10 
Sp 
Sp . 9 
Drn*10 
Dm 15 
Sp 
Sp 11 
at 
Jl 4 
Sp 
Sp 24 
S -
Sp 23 
Prothonotary 
Warbler 
Ovenbird 
Northern 
Water thrush 
La. Waterth. 
Kentucky 
Warbler 
Conn. Warbler 
Mourning 
Warbler 
Common 
Yellowthroat 
Wilson's 
Warbler 
Canada 
Warblere 
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J 1 30 
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Au 20 at 15 at 13 Au 
S -
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sp 23 J 1 
Au 26 Sp 
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Sp 8 Sp 
15 
DOuy-
Sarpy 
s -
Sp 10 
S -
Sp 11 
Sp 10 
Ot 20 
All 21) 
Sp 
Sp 
Sp 
Sp 9 
s -
Ot 6 
Au 27 
Sp 23 
Sp 2 
Sp 12 
Yellow-breast. S - Au 24 S -
Au Chat Sp 28 Sp 
Summer Tanag. 
Scarlet 
Tanager 
Western 
Tanager 
Northern 
Cardinal 
Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak 
Black-headed 
Grosbeak 
Sp 
Sp 
S -
Jl 21 
Au 24 
at 24 
Sp* 19 -
P 
s -
Au 
P p P P P P 
S -
at 6 
P 
S - Jl 26 S - S - S - S - S - S-
Au 15 Sp Jl 29 at 29 Au 18 Jl 15 Sp 30 
Blue Grosbeak S-
Au 30 
Jl 12 - Au 9 S - Jl 21 
Jl Au 2 
s - s-
Jl Au 21 
Lazuli 
Bunting 
Indigo 
Bunting 
Dickcissel 
Green-tailed 
Towhee 
Rufous-sided 
Towhee 
Am. Tree 
Sparrow 
Chipping 
Sparrow 
Clay-color. Sp 
Field Sparrow 
S -
Jl 21 
(s) -
Jl 21 
S -
Sp 20 
S - Sp 18 Sp 28 -
Sp 29 at 24 at 3 
S -
Au 10 
S - S -
S - S - S - S - S - S-
Au 11 Au 26 Jl 30 Jl 19 Jl 12 at 22 
S -
Au 15 Au 30 Au 
S - S*- S - S - S-
9 Au 26 Sp 15 Jl 19 Au 12 Sp 23 
S - Sp 29 S-
at 20 Om 30 Ot 26 
No 
- W 
at 20 Sp 29 S- S - s -
at 23 at 27 at 13 Om 
Sp 29 at 21 at 19 x at 20 
Om 30 Om 18 
at 26 at at 20 No 
Om 31 - W Om 29 Om 
at 27 Ot 28 
Om 31 - W 
S - Au 25 Sp 8 - S - at 31 S-
sp 29 No 8 Au 25 at 
Jl 29 Au 
No 25 Sp 
Au 31 at 31 Sp 29 at 
at 25 s - at 31 S - Sp 9 S-
Au 12 Jl 15 at 
2 S - S - s-
9 Jl 14 Jl 15 Sp 30 
S - S - S -
Au 25 at 13 at 20 
16 
Vesper 
Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Lark Bunting 
Savannah 
Sparrow 
Grasshopper 
Sparrow 
Le Conte's Sp. 
Fox Sparrow 
50ng 5parrow 
Lincoln's 
Sparrow 
5wamp 
Sparrow 
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5p 18 Jl 16 5p 25 -
Om 15 at 4 at 8 
5 -
5p 
5 -
5p 
5p 29 
5p 29 
5 - Jl 5 - 5-
5p Sp 30 Au 26 
5 - Au 29 - 5-
Jl Au 10 
X 
Jl 26 - 5-
Au 8 
- at 12 
at 22 X Jl 
at 27 
X 
5 -
Au II 
5 -
Jl 28 
at at 10 
at 28 at 27 
at 7 
at 20 
5p 
5p 29 
5 - Jl 8 
Jl 2 
5p 22 
at 20 
5 - Jl 29 
J1 29 5p 
s s - 5 - Au 
Au 19 Au 26 J1 12 
P 
at 21 at 20 
No 4 Sp 29 at 27 at 20 
No 7 No 3 No 1 at 27 
at 20 Au 2 5 - S - S-
No 25 No 18 Om 8 Om 18 
Sp 28 at 28 Sp 29 Sp 22 at 13 Sp 15 
at 13 at 15 at 6 at 27 
5 -
Jl 21 
Om 8 Sp 29 
at 20 
White-throated 5p 27 5p 16 at 19 X Om 4 
Sparrow at 21 Om 28 
at 13 Om 25 Sp 26 5p 29 at 13 Sp 27 
at 26 No 4 No 17 Om 15 No 7 
White-crowned 5p 13 5p 16 
5parrow Om 15 at 21 
X No 6 
Om 20 
Sp 29 at 14 Sp 29 at 6 
at 26 Om 25 No 4 at 20 
at 20 
Harris I 
Sparrow 
Dark-eyed 
Junco 
Snow Bunting 
Bobolink 
Red-winged 
Blackbird 
Eastern 
Meadowlark 
Meadowlark 5p. 
Western 
Meadowlark 
No 10 at 13 No 
Om 16 at 30 
5p 13 at 4 No 
Om 31 at 310m 
4 X No 10 at 28 at 13 at 14 Sp 29 Sp 29 at 13 5p 6 
Om 18 Om 310m 31 - W Om 310m Om 15 om 28 
4 - Sp 30 at 21 at 14 at 14 at 10 at 6 at 13 5p 28 
Om 310m 310m 31 - W Om 31 - W Om 31 - W 
Om 
Om 23 
5 -
Jl 11 
S -
Jl 5 
S -
Au 20 
S -
J1 18 
S -
J1 14 
S -
Au 21 
P 
P 
5 -
No 
S -
Sp 30 
P 
P 
X S - S-
at 27 Sp 14 
S - Sp 17 
Au 10 
x 5-
Om 15 
P 5 - S - S -
Om 30 Om 16 om 
P 
5 -
Au 2 
P 
5 - S-
8..Dm 29 Om 31 
S -
Om 8 
P 
S - Au 26 5 - 5 - S - S-
at 26 at 20 Om 18 at 20 Au Au 21 
Yellow-headed S - S - Au 21 - (s) S - J1 29 S-
J1 18 at 20 No 4 
S - S-
Blackbird Sp 29 at 20 Sp 18 
Rusty 
Blackbird 
Brewer I 5 
Blackbird 
Great-tailed 
Grackle 
Sp 29 at 12 X 
at 24 
at 8 X 
S - 5-
Au 19 J1 26 
S - 5 - S - S -
S -
No 4 
S S -
5p, 1 Au 21 
No 4 No 6 
Om 18 
S - S -Common 
Grackle 
S - 5-
Sp 29 at 20 NO 19 Om 17 at 14 No 18 Sp 29 No 24 Om 29 Om 18 
Brown-headed 
Cowbird 
S -
Sp 29 
S - X S- S -
Au 29 Au 28 Sp 
S - S - S - S - S -
Au 210m 8 Au 22 J1 19 Au 
S -
No 17 
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Orchard S S S S S - S - S - s - s - ,:J-
Oriole Au Sp Au 26 Jl 28 Au 11 JJ 29 ,ll 2 ~} Au 18 Jl f\U 
Northern S Au 21 S S S S S S - S - S -
Oriole Au 27 Sp 10 Au 26 Sp Jl 21 Au 19 Au 26 Sp Sf) S l~ 
Pine Grosbeak Om 16 No 
Purple Finch Dm J 5 Om 21 
House Finch P P at 29 P 
Red Crossbi 11 S Ot 10 
Sp No 1ll 
White-wlnged Om 10 No 24 - No 12 No 10 
Crossbill No 15 No 12 
Common Redpoll Om 15 Om 8 ~o 27 
Om 18 
Pine Siskin P at 8 X at 28 at 13 Au 26 Om No 19 Ot 21 
at 19 Om 31 Om 31 No 18 Om 31 Om 31 Om 31 
American P S - Jl X P P P P P P P P 
Goldfinch Sp 16 Om 
Evening No 30 
Grosbeak Dm 30 
House Sparrow P P P P P P P P P P P 
--- Text continued from page 6 
when he had seen so many geese. There is a gap in observations of Redheads 
from 3 September to 2 December. Lee Morris wrote: "On 28 Nuvember I had 
my first look at a Gyrfalcon. It was one of those occasions when everything 
seems to work out just right. I was traveling a dirt road adjacent to onc 
our fields, at a speed of maybe 30 mph, beside a dense rOI Jf cedar trees, 
when a Great Horned Owl flew out just ahead of me. It was clutching something 
in its talons. As I was trying to see what the Owl's prey was, the Gyrfalcon 
burst OUt almost beside me and seemed to be following the Owl. It probably 
wasn't more than 30 feet from me for some time. It seemed so intent on the 
Owl and its prey that I'm not sure it realized I was there. It had very definite 
falcon wings and shape, and was very uniformly gray. It was considerably 
larger than the Prairie Falcons that frequent this area every winter. After 
following the Owl for a considerable distance it circled back past me and flew 
low and fast to a grove of trees about half a mile away. Since we had thousands 
of geese and ducks in the immediate area at the time and the hunting season 
was open, it probably was finding lots of easy prey among the wounded birds. 
I have seen four Paririe Falcons so far this seasqn (10 December) and the 
Rough-legged Hawks are showing up in small numbers. I have also seen a 
few Bald Eagles." An immature Red-headed Woodpecker was coming to Swede 
Lind's feeder at the end of the year. Mr. Alfred mentioned seeing hundreds 
of Crows 25 November. The Philadelphia Vireo was identified on the basis 
that it was a vireo, but not a Warbling, Bell's, nor Red-eyed. 
Sarpy, see Douglas. 
Saunders, Morse Bluff, III species, Rev. T. A. Hoffman, reporter. 
In addition to his usual area, the report includes birds recorded 20 October 
on an Audubon field trip to Dr. Gilbert's farm near Cedar Bluff. The two 
dates for the Eastern Bluebird are the only times it was observed in the area. 
Scotts Bluff, Gering, 145 + (3) species, Alice Kenitz, reporter, 
Mary Ann Banghart, Lydia Bolz, Joyce Brashear, Sherry McCoy. Ms. McCoy 
was at, the North Platte NWR, taking a census for the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and found a flock of California Gulls. Most of the them were seen 
at Lake Minatare. The Snowy Owl, an immature bird, was seen about 7 miles 
southwest of Melbeta. Mr. Kenitz saw it first and came home to get Mrs. 
Kenitz. It was still there when they got back, sitting on a power pole. They 
approached it slowly in the pickup and got quite close until it flew around 
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them and ut on another pole behind them. They couldn't stay to watch it because 
Mrs. Kenitz had pies in the oven. They have been past that area many times 
since without seeing the bird. Later they learned that a man in Gering saw 
a large owl that he thought was a Snowy Owl two different evenings. He 
couldn't remember the dates, but it probably was within a week of when they 
saw it. The Mockingbirds nest"d in a canyon on the west edge of Gering, 
and raised four young. This is the first confirmed Mockingbird nesting in 
the county. 
1984 CHRISTMAS COUNT 
Ninety-nine species (seven more than last year) were reported on 
the 1984 Christmas Count, and two species (compared to three last year) were 
reported as present during the count period but not recorded on the count 
day on any count. The same eight localities reported in both years. Eighteen 
species were reported on all counts this year, compared to thirteen last year. 
The total individual count this year was 345,052; in 1983 it was 43,652, but 
in 1982 it was 302,646. Almost 74% of this year's count was due to the concentration 
of Red-wings in Omaha; in 1982 the high count was due to Snow Geese at 
DeSoto and Omaha, with Mallards also contributing significantly. The Nebraska 
counts are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (right) order, with 
the northernmost of those of about equal longitude given first. The symbol 
"H" is used to indicte a species present during the count week but not recorded 
on the count day. Figures which were underlined in the reports are underlined 
in the table, and those that were marked "low" are overlined. Sightings reported 
as II species II , such as accipiter species, are shown in the summary as non-duplicative 
if no birds of that group are shown on the count, and as other if others of 
that group are listed. 
DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, 29 December, the count circle centered 
on the Refuge headquarters building, west to Blair and east to Missouri Valley, 
Iowa, including all of the Refuge, Wilson Island, and Fort Calhoun; elevation 
992 to 1375; habitat coverage: cultivated fields 40%, woodlands and open brush 
40%, water 5%, urban and residential 15%. 6 AM to 5 PM, AM mostly clear, 
PM clear, temp. 16° to 25° F, wind N 20-30 mph, no snow cover, fresh water 
mostly frozen, wild food crop good. 28 observers, in 6 parties, none at feeders. 
Total party hours 58.5 (20.5 on foot, 38 by car) plus 1 owling; total party-miles 
345 (28 on foot, 317 by car) plus 15 owling. Tanya Bray, Ron Cisar, James 
Conway, Nancy Curry, James Glather, Ruth Green, Alan Grenon. Betty Grenon, 
Thomas Hoffman, Ray Korpi, Jim and Sandy Kovanda, John Laughhunn, Pat 
Miller, Steve Moorman, Babs and Loren Padelford. Neal Ratzlaff. Ross Silcock. 
Bob Starr. David Starr. Kerry Toll. Joel Waldo. John and Marlene Weber, 
lone Werthman, Barb Wilson, Rick Wright. K. L Drewes, compiler. The 
star of the count, the Bean Goose, is covered in a separate article. 
Grand Island, 22 December, elevation about 1860 feet; habitat coverage: 
woods 40%, residential 20%, fresh water 30%, open field/cropland 10%; 8 
A M to 5: 45 PM; 7 observers in 3 parties. Total party hours 18.5 (2.5 on foot, 
16 by car), total party miles 199.25 (1.25 on foot, 198 by car). Vera Coons, 
Bonnie Gilpin, Dennis Grundman, Gary (compiler) and Kari Lingle, Dick Placzek, 
Lona Shafer. 
Kearney, 29 December, the count circle centered at the bridge 
over the Platte River south of Kearney, including Kearney Cemetery, Harmon 
Park, Cottonmill Lake Park, Odessa bridge, Fort Kearney State Park and Recreational 
Area, Fawn Lake area, and connecting streets and roads; habitat coverage: 
parks and cemetery 40%, river bottomlands 30%, roadsides 30%. 8 AM to 
1 PM, 2:30 to 4:30 PM, wind N to NE, variable 10 to 20 mph, ground cover 
free of snow except for patches where snow had drifted, river open with floating 
ice, and very high because of an ice block in the Aida area. 17 participants 
in 1 party, party miles 55.5 (1.5 on foot, 54 by car) . John Bliese, Margaret 
Bliese, George Brown, Laurie Brown, Marion Brown, Alice Heckman (compiler), 
Jennifer Heckman, Chad Johnson, Barb Lucas, Eileen Paine, Norma Radford, 
Alice Rumery, Kevin Rumery, Delphine Sanks, Jan Tarrell, Robert Tingle, 
Virginia Tingle. 
Norfolk made a count, but efforts to obtain the results were unsuccess-
fu!. 
--- Text continued on page 22 
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Scotts North Kear- Grand Lin- DeSoto Omaha Tri- Sioux 
Bluff Platte ney Island coIn state City 
Gr. Blue Heron 
Bean Goose 
White-front 9 
Snow Goose 4 3,547 770 3,000 600 
Canada Goose 369 415 750 324 1,100 15 
Wood Duck 
Mallard 1,148 105 2,000 7,603 439 6,177 32 900 lCl,OOO 
No. Pintail 37 
No. Shoveler 
Gadwall 8 
Am. Wigeon 33 
Canvasback H 
Redhead 20 fI 
Ring-neck. Duck 
Lesser Scaup 
Com. Goldeneye 11 45 88 39 
Hood.Merganser 
Com. Merganser 167 6 
duck sp. 
Bald Eagle l3 4 56 10 
Adult 36 6 
Immature 20 
Undesignated 13 
No. Harrier 4 11 4 
Sharp-shin. 
Cooper's Hawk 
No. Goshawk 
accipiter sp. 
Swainson's H. 
Red-tail. Hawk 5 8 9 37 43 58 8 
Ferruginous H. 
Rough-legged H 3 2 
buteo sp. 2 
Am. Kestrel 11 11 19 18 9 34 8 
Prairie Falcon 2 
falcon sp. 
R-n. Pheasant 12 39 45 79 
Gr. Pr.-Chicken 15 
Wild Turkey 12 36 
No. Bobwhite 4 20 H 
American Coot 4 4 H 
KIlldeer 1 
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Scotts North Kear- Grand Lin- DeSoto Omaha Tri- Sioux 
Bluff Platte ney Island coIn state City 
Corrunon Snipe H 
R-b. Gull 9 H 
gull sp. 30 
Rock Dove 67 14 24 227 226 92 237 138 123 
Mourning Dove 6 18 31 27 4 
Com. Barn-Owl 
E. Screech-Owl 10 8 
Gr. Horned Owl 12 9 6 8 
Barred Owl 
Long-eared Owl 10 1 
Short-eared O. 
B. Kingfisher 8 4 
Red-head. Wood. 4 
Red-bell. Wood. 8 35 55 8 
Y-b. Sapsucker 
Downy Woodpkr. 8 6 8 6 62 69 119 12 42 
Hairy Woodpkr. 2 11 9 13 50 
No. Flicker 27 6 6 23 22 114 148 6 44 
Yellow-shafted 14 113 148 
Red-shafted 1 
Undesignated 27 6 6 23 6 44 
Horned Lark 1,421 38 24 15 32 44 51 2 
Blue Jay 23 4 4 10 197 75 47 38 42 
Pinyon Jay H 
8-billed Magpie 40 6 
American Crow 49 67 800 47 255 31 186 124 44 
8-c. Chickadee 50 50 26 163 167 486 20 346 
Tufted Titmouse 55 
R-br. Nuthatch 4 
W-br. Nuthatch 33 32 122 4 41 
Brown Creeper 17 4 8 9 
Carolina Wren 
G-c. Kinglet 2 10 20 4 6 
East. Bluebird 15 H 
Townsend's Sol. 
American Robin 76 12 12 16 59 16 41 13 
No. Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Cedar Waxwing H 14 153 26 40 
No. Shrike 
Loggerhead Sh. 
Europ. Starling 861 3,307 315 430 1,612 4,119 12,604 371 307 
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:::lcotts No::-th KeaL- Grand Lin- DeSoto Omaha Tri- SlOUX 
B I uti Platte ney Island coin statl? City 
Yellow-r. fV'iarb. 
No. Carciinal 'J ~(, 84 119 4fJ 69 
P-sic:l. . Towhec' 
Am. Tree Sp. 233 13 12 163 412 701 4S7 )27 46(1 
Vesper Sp. 
Lark Spar YO'w' 13 
Song Spar-rv","' 10 
v-Hli te-thr. Sp. 
h1:li te-cr. Sp. :24 
Hclrris' Sp. H 18 29 139 58 37 21 
sparrow sp. 
DarK-e. ,Junco 72 24 31 14 4'>0 30'> 496 207 448 
SlatE:'-color 233 295 4'14 
Oregon 2 
Undesignatcci 72 24 31 14 213 lCJ 207 446 
La.p. Lonyspur H 
Red-w. Blackb. 700 931 2,515 50 255,806 56 30 
w. Meadowlark 
meadowlark sp. 23 H 16 
Rusty B1ackb. 626 47 
Brewer's Bl. 10 
Gr-tailcd Cr. 
Common Grackl(:' 4 32 9 6,041 10 
Br-h. Cowbird 250 18 30 
blackbird sp. 236 63 
Rosy Finch 
Pine Grosbeak 
Purple Finch 6 
House Finch 79 8 
Red Crossbill 9 17 
Whi te-\v. Crossb. H 
Common Redpoll 60 H 
Pine Siskin 23 34 43 14 106 132 140 16 113 
Am. Goldfinch 22 106 48 52 314 173 256 9 110 
Even. Grosbeak H 
House Sparrow 382 49 303 350 1,808 1,602 1,267 1,065 444 
Species reported 43 38 41 49 59 51 54 44 49 
"species" 
non-duplic. 
other 
"Here" 4 
Total Individ.. 5,811 5,243 4,534 9,154 9,936 19,514 280,782 6,543 13,536 
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Text conti,nued from page 18 
',:' Lincoln, 16 ,December., the count circle centered on South Coddington 
and ~\est A Street, to Include PlOncers Park, about 8 miles of \Vilderness Park. 
Lagoon Park. Yankee Lake and Conestoga Lake areas, eastern half of Pav . :n('c 
Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery; elevation 1000 to 1300 feet; habitat coverage: 
deciduous creek bottoms 40%, rural farmland 25%, coniferous woods 15%, 
residential and cemeteries 10%, lakes 5%, city landfill 5%; 4:55 AM to 5:20 
PM, AM partly cloudy, PM clear; temp. 22° to 40° F; wind S 0-10 mph; snow 
cove;- 0 to 2 m., fresh water mostly open, wild food crop good. 32 observers, 
17-20 m 10-16 parties, 7-15 at feeders. Total party hours 85.5 (59.5 on foot, 
26 by car) plus 24 hours at feeders, 3 owling; total party miles 417 (69 on 
foot, 348 by car) plus 28 miles owling. George and Irene Alexander, Naomi 
B~lll, ,Jan ~urch, Yvonne Carri~an, Cindy and David Cochran, Larry Eincmann, 
Bll Garthnght, Daryl (compher) and Margaret Giblin, Everett and Mildred 
Gross, Ellen Harrington, Karla and Paul Kaufman, Ann Kelley, Tim Knott, 
Pete Maslowski, Frank Mills, Rosalyn Morris, Bill and Bonnie Mulder. Frances 
Tayler, Angela and Don Williams, (Audubon Naturalists' Club and guests). 
Mr. Giblin commented: This \\/inter so far ha~ been in sharp contrast 
to last year. We have had unusually warm weather for so late in the season 
and as a result we have had continuous open water up to the count period, 
\vhich accounts for the unusual numbers of species and individuals of waterfov,/l 
and other lwater~dependentl birds. At a large lake north of the count area 
there were through the count period large flocks of Mallards and small flocks 
of di ving ducks (Lesser Scaup, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck s, Buffleheads, 
Common Mergansers, Common Goldeneyes) and a few Surf and \Nhite~wjngL'd 
Scoters and Oldsquaw. Too bad we can't get that lake into the count circle. 
The day of the count was warm and muddy because 3 days earlier 
we got 7 inches of wet snow, followed by almost 2.5 inches of rain the day 
before the count. (This is most unusual for here at this time of year). The 
influence of the extremely harsh winter last year was seen in the reduced 
numbers of many species that are resident or winter in the countryside. Particularly 
hard hit were the Ring-necked Pheasants, Bobwhites, and the meadowlarks. 
The Carolina Wren, normally an uncommon resident here. \"a5 observed at 
a feeder where it has been seen all fall and where one, likely the same bird, 
survived last winter. 
There was only one real rarity spotted on the count this year 
Pine Grosbeaks. There were of these, reported by Larry Einemann. an 
experienced birder who is also familiar with this species from Colorado. The 
birds were seen about 11 AM and observed for several minutes with 7x binoculars, 
at close range; both birds were nearly the size of a Robin, grayish with maybe 
a slight yellow tinge to the plumage on breast and belly, had large dark grosbeak 
bills, 2 thin white wingbars per wing, and rusty color on the top of the 
head and on the rump. This species used to be a winter irruptive here but 
has not been seen for many years until this report. 
North Platte, 4 January, the count circle centered on Bicentennial 
and Philip streets; elevation around 2810 feet; temp. 28° to 41 0; weather clear, 
wind 0-10 mph.; 9 observers (not named). Mrs. Wilma Wyman, who submitted 
the figures, commented: Tout Bird Club did not make an official Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count this year, due to illness, weather, etc. However, 9 
of our members did cover our area on 4 Jan uary. 
Omaha, 22 December, the count circle centered on Offutt AFB lake, 
to include Fontenelle Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, Plattsmouth Waterfowl 
Refuge, and portions of the Platte and Missouri rivers; elevation 985 to 1200 
feet; 5:50 AM to 5:00 PM; mostly clear, temp. ]30 to 37° F, wind NW , 0-15 
mph., snow cover 0.5 in. fresh water partly open, wild food crop good. 
31 observers, 29 in 10 parties, 2 at feeders. Total party hours 72.75 (36 
on foot, 36.75 by car) plus 10 hours at feeders; total party miles 541 (52 
on foot, 489 by car). Russell Benedict, Adam Bluett, .James Conway, Jim 
Ducey, Sue Gentes, James Glathere, Ruth Green, Alan Grenon, Betty Grenon 
(compiler), Thomas Hoffman, Clyde and Emma Johnson, Clem Klaphake, Ray 
Korpi, Ray C. Korpi, Jim and Sandy Kovanda, Becky and Bill Otto, Babs 
and Loren Padelford, Neal Ratzlaff, Harold and Marilyn Rock, Ross Silcock, 
Bob Starr, David Starr, Jerry Toll, Barbara Wilson, Rick Wright. An extraordinary 
number of blackbirds, primarily Red ~wings, were in the area this winter. 
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Scottsbluff, 15 December, the count cIrcle centered on the bridge 
over the North Platte River at S. Broadway, to include Scottsbluff and Ccring; 
elevation 3810 to 5030 feet; AM mostly cloudy, fog, PM partly cloudy; temp. 
19 0 to 40 0 F., wind variable, less than 10 mph; snow cover 3 to 4 in. Fresh 
water partly open, wild food crop excellent. 9 observers, 4 in 2 p"rtwo, 
5 at feeders. Total party-hours 14 (2 on foot, 12 by car) plus 16 at feedcr,; 
total party-miles IS2.5 (8 on foot, 174.5 by car). Pat Hegarty, Lee and Alice 
(complier) Kenitz, Lynne Vacanti. Wildcat Audubon Society. The 4 Snow 
Geese were in a backwater area of the North Platte, observed from about 20 
yards; the Lark Sparrows were seen at about 20 feet in a cattle feed yard; 
and tbe Common Redpolls, 40 in one group and 20 in another, welT mixed 
male and female, adults and immatures, seen on a weedy ditchbank. 
Tristate, 15 December, the count circle centered on Mile o6() on 
the Missouri River, to include Nebraska City and the Missouri River bottoms 
and farmlands in Nebraska, Waubonsie State Park and Hamburg in Iowa, and 
extreme northwest Missouri down to the Nishnabotna River. 6 AM to 5 PM; 
28° to 38° F.; wind E , 0-15 mph; snow cover 2 to 6 in.; river open. lakes 
and ponds 90% open; 6 observers in 2 parties, total party-hours 19 (2 on 
foot, 17 by car), total party-miles 190 (2 on foot, IS8 by car). Tanya 13 ra y , 
lone Getscher, Babs and Loren Padelford, Ross Silcock (compiler), Barbara 
Wilson. Mr. Silcock commented that it was a very poor day, with rain and 
fog all day, and wind. The Rosy Finch was observed .25 mile west of Arbor 
Lodge, Nebraska City, by Tanya Bray and the Padelfords. It was in with 
a flock of House Sparrows, at a distance of about 25 to 30 yards. It was 
observed for about 2 minutes, a little before noon, in a light rain, but with 
adequate but not good light. The bird was a uniform dark gray-brown, with 
a black forehead and crown, light, sparrow-like beak, no wingbars noticed, 
leg color not noted. The flock flew across the road to a farm yard, and subsequent 
searches failed to find the bird. After checking the National Ceographic and 
Robbins guides they decided it most resembled the female brovI,,'n-c;-tpped Ros\ 
Finch. 
Sioux City, Iowa, 15 December, the count circle centered on th~' 
Sioux City Auditorium; 8 AM to 5 PM, overcast, fog, intermittent rain, 
PM overcast, intermittent moderate rain; temp. 22° to 38° F., 
mph.; 30 observers, ZZ in 6 parties, S at feeders; total party-hours 35 (28 
on foot, 7 by car) plus 10 at feeders, 3 owlin g; total party-miles l60 (32 
on foot 128 by car). Observers not named, Wayne Li"ermore (compiler). 
This report was solicited because the count circle includes Nebraska, but Mr. 
Livermore said he had compiled the last two years of this count and neither 
year included counts in Nebraska (or South Dakota), and that from talking 
to others who have been involved in the counts it seems that Nebraska has 
never been included. Bill Huser did supply figures on species seen at Snyder's 
Bend Lake, a Missouri River cut-off that forms the state boundary, but it 
was decided to include the whole count, for comparison 'l.,.'ith the 3 do\vn-rivcr 
counts. 
BOOK REVIEWS 
A Birdwatcher's Miscellany, edited by Rob Hurne, 192pp., 5.5 x 
8.75, Blandford Press, UK, Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., New York, bibliography, 
indexed, hardbound. 
This is a collection of short (about a three page maximum) comments 
on birds in the field, by British authors from IS36 to 1983, with many line 
drawings from similar sources. The instances are primarily from the British 
Isles, with a few from other parts of the world. These are grouped by Familiar 
Birds, Seabirds and Islands, Birds of Prey, Wildfowl, and lliaders and Wilderness. 
Each individual selection can be read separately, so it is suitable for browsing. 
Sir Peter Scott's account of the recognition that Lesser White-fronted Geese 
came to Britain makes one wonder if there is a parallel with the sightings 
of Common Cranes and the Siberian geese in Nebraska. 
Common Bird Songs, Songs of Eastern Birds, Songs of Western 
Birds, by Donald J. Borror. Dover Publications, Inc., New York, cassettes, 
$7.95 each. 
These are the 
on 50 minute recordings. 
Borror records in cassette form, 60 species each 
Four of the species are duplicated on the western 
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record, but with western recordings instead of the eastern ones used on the
fir-5t two cassettes. Each cassette has a 64-page booklet with comments on
the songs, and spectrographs. Certainly much handier than records to take
into the field. But there are no owl calls on any of the records.
Birds of Nebraska, January/February issue of NEBRASKA land Maga-
zine, P.O. Box 30370, Lincoln, NE 68503. $6.00 for the issue, $9.50 for
a year's subscription, including this issue.
This is a 146-page special issue, with many color photographs of
Nebraska birds, and articles on birds by many authors. Included with the
issue is a cClrd which can be sent in to obtain a 16-page Checklist (probably
a specific request with the order would bring both publications at once).
The Checklist (which even includes the Bean Goose) gives the common and
scientific names, whether or not a Nebraska breeder, migrant status, habitat,
and comments. and a list of publications and organizations of interest to Nebraska
birders.
Natural Lands in Nebraska, Audubon Society of Omaha,
This pamphlet is available (as long as supplies last) for a stamped
(37n self-addressed envelope (at least 4.25 x 8.5 inches), sent to Jim Ducy,
806, No. 49th Ave., Omaha, Neb. 68132. This pamphlet lists, by counties,
the name of the area, the type of ownership, the size, location, and description.
NOTES
CORRECTION TO
for Great-tailed Grackle in the
Common Grackle. This cuts
3, and the total species to 18.
1983 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY. The "Y"
Scotts Bluff column (NBR 52: 50) should be for
the "No Nest Cards" entry for the county to
No change in the state figures.
RED CROSSBILL. On a science club outing to the Niobrara River
in Keya Paha Co. we saw a Red Crossbill in the pines, 26 May 1984.
--- Mike Erickson, Route 2, Wayne, Nebraska 68787
